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Welcome to Rosegrove Infant School
Early Years Foundation Stage
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Welcome to the Early Years Foundation Stage.  In this pack we hope to briefly outline some of the key things that we think you as parents/carers need to know.
Communication and relationships between school staff and parents/carers is something we believe is really important, and essential to your child’s learning and overall school experience.  Your support and help towards your child’s learning makes such a big difference.

At Rosegrove Infant School, we follow the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum (EYFS).  This curriculum is based upon four themes and principles.

The Unique Child

Every child is a unique child, who is constantly learning to be resilient, capable, confident and self assured.

Positive Relationships

Children learn to be strong and independent through positive relationships.

Enabling Environments

Children learn well in enabling environments, in which their experiences respond to their individual needs.

Learning and Development

Children develop and learn in different ways and at different rates

During the reception year your child will be working towards, and beyond, the Early Learning Goals (ELG’s).  The seven areas of learning are:  
· Personal, Social and Emotional Development
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Physical Development

· Communication and Language
· Literacy

· Mathematics

· Understanding of the World

· Expressive Arts and Design

We meet the requirements of the EYFS through supporting individual learning within a wide range of areas of continuous provision and through a variety of exciting topics, chosen with the children, that will fire their imaginations.  Our classrooms are planned specifically for this purpose and learning opportunities are everywhere!  Here are some of the areas that we have;
· sand play
· water play
· workshop – this is collage, pattern making and model making

· malleable – this is usually playdough, but may at times be enhanced with other materials such as clay, shaving foam, jelly, pasta
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small world and construction, which includes small people, vehicles and animals for children to pretend with, as well as blocks and a range of constructions sets

· writing
· reading
· role play
· computing
· music

· challenge areas

· talking table/investigation table

· maths.
Your child will be involved in a wide range of activities every day, developing their skills in many different areas.  Play is a fundamental part of the EYFS Curriculum which is carefully observed and led by knowledgeable, highly qualified, interested adults.
We value outdoor play to be as important as indoor play, space, fresh air and time are essential for children’s emotional, social and personal well-being.  Outdoor play is vital because it enables children to become independent learners.

We have a wonderful outdoor area with;
· digging and planting areas

· exploration spaces where we might observe different birdlife, bugs and nature
· a mud kitchen.
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Preparing your child for school
It will make starting school much easier and happier for your child if they are independent and can do many things for themselves.

How can I help my child prepare for School?

· Make sure your child visits the school and meets the staff before they start.
· Show your child where you will drop them off and pick them up at the beginning and end of the day. 
· Share stories about starting school.
· Make sure all your child’s clothes are labelled.
· If your child is worried about starting school talk to us about we could do to help.
· Ask any questions that you have.
· Get them used to a routine of reasonably early to bed and up early enough.

· Sing some nursery rhymes together.

· Practice counting to 10 with your child.

  What should he/she be able to do?
· Use the toilet independently and ask to go there.
· Walk into school.
· Dress themselves in the morning.  We know it takes longer but let them have a go and say ‘well done’ 😊
· Comb/brush their hair.  

· Carry their own school bag and get things out for you when you get home.

· Put their own coat on and fasten it.  

· Eat meals by themselves, using a knife and fork.  
· Look after their own things, putting them away in the right place and knowing where to find them.
· Recognise their own name.

Once at school

· Ensure your child arrives on time every day!
· Please don’t be late collecting your child at the end of the day.  A few minutes can seem a long time to a young child, especially if they are feeling anxious and tired.

· Some children want to talk about their day at school straightaway and some may prefer to wait.  Always be ready to listen. 
· Establishing a routine for school is vital for children’s health and well being.  Read a bed time story every day.
· Don’t plan too many after school activities at the beginning of the year.  Children will need time to get used to their new routine and will need plenty of time to rest and play at home.

· Some children have toilet accidents at the beginning of the school year.  This is normal as there are a lot of exciting things going on and they often just leave it a little bit too late to go!  We understand that this can be embarrassing for your child and please be assured that all accidents will be dealt with kindly and discretely.

Learning Journeys

We track each child’s progress in line with the Early Years Foundation Stage Framework by recording our observations of their learning.  We do this through compiling individual Learning Journey records.  The Learning Journey records are available for the children and for you as parents, to access at anytime. 

Please tell us about anything that you notice at home too, any MAGICAL MOMENTS! If your child has done something special please let us know.  This is a lovely way to encourage your child to share their home experiences with their friends and Key Person.
Writing
At our school we teach the children to form letters using a cursive script.  This makes the transition to ‘joined up’ writing very smooth as they move up through school.  We have included a sheet to show you what each letter looks like when written in cursive script.  An easy way to remember is that when you write each letter it starts on the line and moves upwards first.
‘All about Me’

We recognise the importance of parents and carers in a child’s developing stages.  We greatly value any input, opinions and information you can share with us about your child.  To facilitate this we would very much like you to complete an ‘All About Me’ poster (see attached).

Please bring your child’s ‘All About Me’ poster in when your child starts school in September so it can be shared with staff.

