
 

Long Term English Curriculum Planning  

 

As a starting point, we have allocated suggested genres and texts to each term. These serve as a guide for teaching. Other factors such 
as term length, organisation of the daily English lesson, prior knowledge, child interests and cross-curricular links may 
determine the way in which English is taught and delivered in school.  

    Reception 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer1 Summer 2 

Theme/topic 
 

Ourselves Toys Food Our community Growth & Change Animals  

Linked stories  
 
 

Starting school by 
Janet & Allan 
Ahlberg  
 
My Mum and Dad 
make me laugh by 
Nick Sharratt 
 
The colour monster 
by Anna Llenas 
 
We read lots of 
stories about 
starting school; 
Topsy and Tim go to 
School, I am 
Absolutely too 
Small to go to 
School.  
 
 

The Three Billy 
Goats Gruff 
 
Where’s my teddy? 
By Jez Alborough 
 
Lost in the toy 
museum by David 
Lucas 
 
Kipper’s Toybox by 
Mick Inkpen  
 
The everywhere 
Bear by Julia 
Donaldson  

 

Handa’s Surprise 
by Eileen Browne 
 
Chinese New Year, 
non-fiction  
 
The Tiger Who Came 
to Tea by Judith 
Kerr 
 
The Enormous 
Watermelon  
 
Goldilocks and the 
Three Bears 

The Three Little 
Pigs 
 
In every House, on 
Every Street 
 
The Naughty Bus 
 
A Superhero Like 
You  
 
Peace at Last  

 
 

Dinosaurs 
 
Sam plants a 
sunflower by Katy 
Petty 
 
Jack and the 
Beanstalk 
 
Titch  

The Gingerbread 
Man 
 
Mad About 
Minibeasts by 
Giles Andreae 
 
Shark in the park 
by Nick Sharratt  
 
Teddy Bears’ Picnic 
 
Oi dog by Kes Gray  



Unit & skills 
(fiction, non-

fiction, 
poetry) 

Fiction Fiction, rhyme. Fiction, non-
fiction, rhyme 

Fiction, non-
fiction, rhyme 

Fiction, rhyme, 
non-fiction 

Fiction, non-
fiction, rhyme 

Cross-
curricular 

links  
 

 Understanding 
the world (past & 
present). 

Understanding 
the world 
(people, culture 
and 
communities), 
PSHE, DT 

Understanding 
the world 
(people, culture 
and 
communities), 

Understanding 
the world (the 
natural world). 

Understanding 
the world (the 
natural world).  

Enrichment  
 
 
 

 Local area walk  Local area walk.  
 
Pantomime.  

Local area walk 
 
Walk to the canal  
 
Train ride to 
Accrington  
 
Visits from people 
who help us   

Local area walk Farm trip  

Parental 
involvement  

 Key Person 
lunches in school  

Work together 
Wednesdays 

Fun Fridays  Gardening with 
parents  

Reception 
graduation  

 

Year 1 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer1 Summer 2 

Theme/topic 
 
 
 

Harry the 
Mouse 

Autumn and 
Winter 

Celebrations  

In the past  Plants and 
growth 

Eric Carle Animals 

Linked 
stories /texts 

 

Harry the 
Happy Mouse 
The town mouse 

Room on the 
Broom 

Christmas 

The Little Red 
Hen 

The magic 

Jasper’s 
Beanstalk 

I am the Tree 

The very Quiet 
cricket 

The very lonely 

Where the Wild things 
Are 



 and the 
country mouse 
The enormous 
Turnip 
Hickory 
Dickory Dock 

story  
Letter from 

Father 
Christmas 

porridge pot 
Star light star 
bright (poem) 
Aiken Drum 

(poem) 

(Poem) 
 
 

firefly 
The very busy 

Spider 
The blue Jackal 

Unit & skills 
(fiction, non-

fiction, 
poetry) 

Traditional 
rhymes 
Speech bubbles 
Thank you 
letters 
Fiction -
Innovate to 
write own 
version of 
story 
Non fiction 
Labels and 
captions- uk, 
bodies 
 

Instructions- 
turn teacher 
into a frog 
Non fiction 

information 
report Self Elf 

Book 
Non fiction- 
christmas 
invitation, 

greeting 
messages 

Traditional 
stories 

Poems to learn 
by heart- 

poems from the 
past 

Non fiction-
report- schools 

in the past 
 

Stories with 
repetitive 
patterns 

Non 
chronological 

report- trees and 
leaves 

Poetry on a 
theme- trees 

Stories by the 
Same Author – 
Eric Carle  
Stories from 
different cultures 
Other non-fiction 

texts – lists, 
postcard, glossary 

Fantasy story 
writing Where the 
wild things are  
Recount zoo visit 
Non fiction- menus 
 

Cross-
curricular 

links  
 

Geography – 
town and 

countryside 
Geog/History 

seasons  
Maths -time 

RE celebrations 
Science 

materials 
Maths- 

measuring 
potion 

ingredients 
 

History – 
schools in the 

past 
Music -recite 
rhymes and 

chants 

Science – plants  
Maths -days of 

the week, 
measuring 

Geography- 
postcard 

Science -animals 

science animals 
DT pizza menu 

Enrichment  
 
 
 

Autumn walk 
Weekly workout 

linked 
challenges. 

Reading 
volunteer and 

library 

Writing hook- 
witches visit 
Traditional 
Christmas – 
History day 

Mill Visit  Brockholes 
nature reseve 

visit 
Gardening in The 

Grove  

Animal 
experience 

Zoo trip  
Making healthy 

pizzas 
Watch/read  different 
versions of Where the 

wild things are 



Parental 
involvement 

Reading 
workshop 
Reading 

volunteers 
 

Enterprise 
Event 

Family 
Assembly- 

perform poetry 

The Grove  
Parent 

workshops 

  

 

Year 2 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer1 Summer 2 

Theme/topic 
 
 
 

Wolves Poetry  Explorers Dragons Animals  

Linked stories  
 
 

The Way Home for 
Wolf by Rachel 
Bright – fiction 
 
Fairy tales with 
wolves in - The 
Three Little Wolves 
and the Big Bad 
Pig, Red Riding 
Hood etc 
 
Wolf Facts Video on 
You tube 
 
The Ways of the 
Wolf by Smriti 
Prasadam Halls – 
non-fiction 

 

Winnies Flying 
Carpet 

 

The Man on the 
Moon by Simon 
Bartram 
 
Watch videos of 
Tim Peake  
 
‘Astronaut’ poem 
 
Planets- non 
fiction text 

 

Tell Me a Dragon 
by Jackie Morris 
 
Missing Poster 
 
‘Irana’ Poem  
 
Zog by Julia 
Donaldson 
 
Zog and the Flying 
Doctor by Julia 
Donaldson 

 

Research 
nocturnal 
animals using 
various non-
fiction texts. 
 
Read riddles 

 

The Story Machine. 
 
Bright Stanley. 
 
Under the Sea- 
riddles.  
 



Unit & skills 
(fiction, non-

fiction, poetry) 

Write non 
chronological 
reports, stories 
including wolves, 
posters 

 

Write stories based 
on the shared text 
Winnie’s Flying 
Carpet. 
Poetry  

A day in the life of 
Bob. Character 
profiles, poems, 
questions, 
descriptive 
writing of 
settings, story, 
persuasive 
writing. 

 

Write missing 
posters, poems, 
descriptive 
writing of own 
dragons, story 

 

Write own 
nocturnal animal 
non-fiction book, 
riddles, recount of 
owl visit 

 

Write 
instructions, 
letters, story, 
character profile, 
riddles. 

 

Cross-
curricular 

links  
 

Science - Animal 
adaptations  

 History – 
famous 

astronauts; Neil 
Armstrong and 

Tim Peake 

 Science - 
Animals 

Science – 
habitats – in the 

ocean 

Enrichment  
 
 
 

Reading 
volunteer and 

library. 
Wildlife SOS. 

 Making 3D paper 
mache planets 

 Owls visit into 
school 

 

Parental 
Involvement  

 Targeted Reading 
workshops for 
lower ability 

chn 

    

 

 

 


